SPORTS 

As new Giants GM, 
Dave Gettleman 
hints at issue with 
Panthers scott Fowler, 1B 


OPINION 

What a year! See 
some of Kevin Siers’ 
best editorial 
cartoons of 2017 10-11 r 
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Although Bank of America 
Stadium has been updated in 
recent years, with new escala- 
tors and jumbo video boards, it 
doesn’t have a dome, a feature 
that many view as essential for a 
stadium to host the Super Bowl, 
Final Four or college football 
championship. 

Kimble has told council mem- 
bers that the city’s tourism taxes 
can’t cover the city’s share of a 
$1 billion stadium. That share 
could be $300 million to 
$500 million. 

The Panthers’ stadium occu- 
pies about 25 acres at South 
Graham and Mint streets, while 
a nearby practice facility occu- 


Does uptown have enough 
space for a new stadium? 


hard to miss the fact that up- 
town is much denser and there’s 
a lot less land available than 
when workers broke ground on 
Bank of America Stadium in 
1994. 

“It’s premature, and it would 
be speculation,” said Ron Kim- 
ble, the former deputy city man- 


consultant for the Charlotte 
Regional Visitors Authority. 

“A new owner will have to 
determine the viability of the 
current stadium and how much 
longer it might last,” said Kimble. 
“It is a great older stadium.” 

Team founder and owner 
Jerry Richardson announced this 


racial slur and engaged in sexual 
misconduct at work. Richardson 
had previously planned for the 
team to be sold within two years 
of his death. 

Charlotte businessman Felix 
Sabates, who is heading a group 
trying to buy the Panthers, says 
the stadium must be replaced by 


BY ELY PORTILLO 
elyportillo@charlotteobserver.com 


Whoever the Carolina Pan- 
thers’ next owners are, they’re 
likely to want major upgrades to 
the team’s stadium - or a new 
one altogether. 


And if they want a new stadi- 
um, could one even fit uptown? 
While any talk of a new stadium 


ager who led negotiations with 
the Panthers in 2013 for 
$87.5 million worth of stadium 


month that he will sell the team 
at the end of the season, follow- 
ing a bombshell report in Sports 


is, of course, speculative, it’s 


improvements and is now a 


Illustrated alleging he used a 


a domed venue similar to the 
$1.6 billion Mercedes Benz 
Stadium in Atlanta, which 
opened in September. 


pies about eight more acres. 
Despite the proliferation of new 
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BUSINESS 


APPLE IS LOOKING 
TO MAKE AMENDS 


Apple will temporarily 
lower the price of replacing 
iPhone batteries, hoping to 
ease the backlash over 
slowing down iPhones. 6A 


NATION & WORLD 


CHILD CAUSED 
FATAL BRONX FIRE 


A Bronx fire that killed 12 
people was caused by a 
3-year-old boy playing with 
the burners on a stove, 
authorities said Friday. 5A 


PIEDMONT BIRDING 


COLD TEMPS MAY 
BRING RARE BIRDS 


Unusually cold weather 

is likely to bring birds to 
your feeders in droves - 
potentially including some 
seldom-seen species. 2A 
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Milan Carter, a student at Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools’ eLearning Academy, shows some of the computer programs she uses while 
attending the online school. 


CMS and students are finding 
value in schools without walls 


BY ANN DOSS HELMS 
ahelms@charlotteobserver.com 


an a laptop replace a 
classroom? 
Online classes have 

become common. 
They expand the course of- 
ferings at any given school or 
help students get through a 
medical crisis without falling 
too far behind. 

But can virtual school offer 
the whole package, a long- 
range alternative to the kind of 
schools that have buses and 
desks and cafeterias? That’s a 
pressing question for North 
Carolina’s public education 
system, one that pioneering 
educators, students and fam- 
ilies are trying to settle. 

“T find myself proving that 
this is still real school. Like no, 
I’m not just at home all day 
watching TV, playing with my 
dog,” says Milan Carter, a 
student at Charlotte-Mecklen- 


Milan Carter, a 10th-grader, uses 


organized and motivated in a virtual high school where she sets her 


own schedule. 


burg’s eLearning Academy. 
Over the last few years, 
eLearning Academy has 
evolved from a tiny program 
that helped students fill gaps in 


a whiteboard to keep herself 


traditional education to an 
actual high school, albeit a 


small one. It got its first teach- 


ers this year, has an active 
PTSA and recently graduated 


its first student who attended 
eLearning all four years. 

“Tt proves education can 
happen any time, any place, 
anywhere,” said Principal Tra- 
cy Pickard. 

Meanwhile, state officials 
are trying to decide whether 
two virtual charter schools, 
N.C. Connections Academy 
and the N.C. Virtual Academy, 
should become a permanent 
part of the state’s educational 
menu. The schools are in the 
third year of a four-year pilot 
program, which requires state 
lawmakers’ approval to contin- 
ue past 2019. This year about 
4,000 students in grades K-12 
are signed up. 

In North Carolina and across 
the nation, debate has raged 
about the strengths and weak- 
nesses of online education. 
Criticism has focused on high 
student turnover, weak aca- 
demic performance and the 
involvement of for-profit com- 
panies. A 2015 national review 
of online charter schools by 
three research institutions 
found the online students un- 
derperforming counterparts in 
traditional public schools, 
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